
I solved if we can have—as we should have—the coopera-
tion of the physicians of the country. We are getting
this help to an increasing degree, but we believe not to
the extent that we should get it if the facts were more
generally known. One of the most encouraging inoi-
dents that has occurred in connection with the distribu-
tion of "Nostrums and Quackery" is the action of the
Los Angeles County Medical Association. This society
has presented one of these books to each of its 570
members. We have no doubt that the great majority of
the physicians of l.os Angeles now have this book lying
in (heir reception rooms where it is likely to be picked up
by waiting patients who will thus be interested and
enlightened. It would be decidedly helpful if all the
large county societies were to follow the example which
the Los Angeles County Medical Association has so
admirably set.

RETIREMENT OP DR. SI1ATTITCK

Dr. George B. Shattuck has retired from the active
editorial management of the Boston Méditai and Sur-
gical Journal after a service of thirty-one years. That
periodical was issued under its present name first in
February, 1 s•.'s, and has always been maintained wilh
dignity and as one of the high-class medical journals of

.the country, and under the long editorial service of Dr.
Shalt nek if has improved constantly and prospered
accordingly.

Medical News

COLORADO
Hospital Saturday and Sunday Receipts.\p=m-\The Hospital Sat-

urday and Sunday Association of Denver received about $6,000from its annual collection.
Deficit Made Good.\p=m-\The Trustees of the National JewishHospital for Consumptives, Denver, have made up the deficitof $70,000, discovered after the death of the secretary inAugust last.
State Hospital Overcrowded.\p=m-\The State Lunacy Board

declares that the State Hospital for the Insane, Pueblo, istoo overcrowded to receive the 100 insane patients now inDenver Country Hospital.
Liquor License Required.\p=m-\Theinternal revenue departmenthas ordered the hospitals of Denver to take out liquor dealers'licenses as the result of the discovery that most patients arecharged by itemized statement for liquors used.
Special Course in Ophthalmology.\p=m-\Thefirst special course

in ophthalmology to be given by the University of Colorado,Denver, will begin June 23 and extend to August 2. The
instruction will be open to all graduates of accredited medicalcolleges. Those desiring to take a degree, will be required to
Klnivv one year of work in 1111 eye clinic, besides a certain
"'iitiiuil of mathematics and physical optics and an acquaint-"ace with ophtlialinologic literature, and must pass a sntis-factory examination.

ILLINOIS
Personal.—Dr. Thomas W. Curry, Streator, has returned

¡rom Europe,-Dr. Charles Hundley, liroeton, is said to have
"'en adjudged insane.-Dr. Frank D. Rich has been elected
president of the Joliet Antituberculosis Society.

Underground Emergency Hospital.—The first undergroundemergency hospital in Illinois was opened New Year's day in
""(' 'if the mines ¡11 (lie Collinsville district. The hospital is
"ill in (he heart of the mine; its concrete walls are guaran-¡' eil against cave-Ins und small explosions, mid the hospitalls fitted to care for such emergency cases as may occur in the'»inc.

Donation to State Society.—Dr. .T. Palmer Matthews, Car-
linville. lias presented to tlie Illinois State Medical Society
a file of the journal of that society, collected by liis fattier
beginning from the time of the Chicago lire, and also a pictureof the members of the society taken Immediately aller the
fire. This collection has been shipped to Springfield and will
be placed in the Lincoln Library.

Chicago
Personal.—Dr. and Mrs. Roger T. Yauglian sailed for Euro]»),December Hi.-Dr. Clara Dunn, physician at the Cook County

Hospital for the Insane, Dunning, who was suspended ander
the charge of insubordination in October last, was ordered
reinstated. January 4.-Memorial services for the late Dr.
Hugh Blake Williams were held January 4 at the Press Club.

Ferguson Memorial Meeting. -The Chicago Medical Society
proposes to hold a memorial meeting February 7 in honor of
the laic Dr. Alexander Hugh Ferguson. Dr. Joseph M. PattOO
will preside and Dr. Andrew McDennid will speak of "Under-
graduate Life and Early Medical History;" Dr. Albert J.
Qchsner on "Dr. Ferguson's Place in Surgery;" and Dr. Edward
P. Wells on "Ferguson the Man."

Health of the Year.—The death-rate of Chicago during 1011
is reported to have been 14.65 per 1,000. The total deaths
amounted to ¡12,(172. 40 per cent, of which were .due to pre-
ventable diseases. The deaths from these causes are more
than 1,(101) lower than the previous year. Pneumonia led tho
list of death causes, with 4,1)20; tuberculosis came second,
with 3,72(1. Typhoid fever reached the lowest mark ever
attained in the city, and is now !):) per cent, lower than it
was twenty years ago. There was also a marked reduction in
Ht deaths from diarrhea] diseases in children under 2 years
of age. The agencies which have aided to bring about this
decrease are the educational work of the Department of
Health, the Infant Welfare Service and the more general use
of a safe milk-supply. Among the newer activities of the
department is the educational exhibit, which has been seen
and studied approximately by a. million people. In the divi-
sion of medical school inspection, 711,405 pupils were examined,
and of these ,'11,240, or 42.(1 per cent., were found defective.
The principal defects noted were as follows: defective teeth,
27.(17(1; hypcrlropliied tonsils, 15,007 ; defective vision, 11,524;
enlarged glands, 11.450; adenoids, 8,466, and defective hear-
ing, 050. The school nurses made n total of 00.210 visits and
cared for 502,570 children. In the sanitary bureau 5,500 more
plumbing inspections were made than during the previous
year. A total of 1.043,45(1 were given baths at seventeen pub-lic free baths and 71.410 men were lodged in the municipal
lodging-house. During the year, 113.070 examinations were
made in the laboratory, of which (¡5.023 were bactériologie and
48.05(1 chemical. There was a large increase in the number
of rabies specimens sent in and an increase of (10 per cent, in
the number of sanitary water analyses.

INDIANA
The Knabe Mystery.—The mystery connected with the

death of Dr. Helene Knabe. Indianapolis. October 23, has not
been solved and the coroner on December 20 filed his verdict
that Dr. Knabe was murdered by a person or persons
unknown.

Personal.—Dr. Frederick Nussel, Brazil, who has been ill in
an Indianapolis hospital with ptomain poisoning, has recovered.
-Dr. A. 15. Mercer, Alexandria, is reported to be seriously
ill.-Dr. Charles W. Stolzer, New Albany, has succeeded Dr.
James W. Baxter, New Albany, resigned, as secretary of the
Floyd County Medical Society.

Leprosy in Indiana.—Dr. Nelson D. Rrayton has diagnosed a
ease of leprosy in Indianapolis; Dr. A. W. Hravton concurs in
the diagnosis. The clinical examination was supplemented
by several bactériologie examinations. The patient, a colored
woman, noticed blotches on her face, arms and legs one year
ago and consulted a physician who treated her for lichen
planus. Nodules first appeared on the face, arms and ears
about three months ago. The source of her contagion cannot
be determined; none of her relatives has the disease. She
was born in Tennessee and has never been south of Chatta-
nooga, where she visited once, nor north of Chicago, where
she attended the World's Pair. She recently moved from
Tennessee to Indianapolis. The city health authorities will
isolate and care for the patient, but what final disposition will
he made of the patient is not yet determined. This disease
is not regarded as highly contagious and no alarm seems lo
be felt by the public over thij case.
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MARYLAND
Personal.—Dr. Bennett F, Busse}-, Texas, has been appointed

physician of the Baltimore County Almshouse, and Dr.
.losephus A. Wright jail ]iliysician.-Dr. 11. D. Purdom, chief
resident physician at Bay View Hospital, has been appointed '

assistant physician and pathologist to the Springfield Hospital
for the Insane, Sykesville.

For the Health of Maryland.—At the annual meeting of the
Dorchester County Medical Society held in Cambridge, Decem-
ber 11, the governor-elect and a number of members of the
Legislature were told of the legislation which physicians of
the state hope to have passed at the coining session. They
will be asked to pass a bill authorizing the establishment of
a medical laboratory in every county of the state and the
appointment of a county health officer who is a trained path-ologist, These officials will be required to make examinations
of water and milk and to assist the local profession in making
diagnoses of diseases.

Baltimore
Munich Physician in Baltimore.—Dr. Erwin Erhardt of thé

University of Munich is visiting Baltimore to study the
methods 0Í treating cancer. It is said that he intends to estab-
lish a special hospital for the treatment of that disease in
Munich.

Health Department Banquet.—At the eleventh annual ban-
quet of the employees of the health department, December
28, Dr. James Bosly, health commissioner, the mayor, the
presidents of the first and second branches of the city coun-
cil, and the comptroller were the guests of honor. Dr. William
K. Stokes was toast-master. v

Personal.—Dr. Howard A. Kelly, who has been ¡11 with
typhoid fever, is now well on tbe road to recovery.-Dr.
Harry Friedenwald, president of the Federation of American
Zionists, who returned recently from Palestine, delivered an
illustrated lecture, December 17.-Dr. John E. O'Neill luis
been appointed superintendent of the municipal tuberculosis
dispensary system, to be conducted under the city health
department, for which an appropriation of $(¡,000 has been
made.-Dr. Warren P. Morrow, superintendent of the Xyden-
hain Municipal Hospital for Infectious Diseases, has resigned
to become superintendent Of the Winnipeg (Man.) General
Hospital, and has been succeeded by Dr. Robert A. Warner,
formerly health warden.-Dr. William S. Baer is reported to
be ill in the Union Protestant Infirmary.-Dr. Robert L.
Keyser has been appointed coroner of the Eastern District,
vice Dr. Thomas Sudler, deceased.

MICHIGAN
Office Building for Physicians.—The George Metz Building,

Grand Rftpids, which is Hearing completion, is to be devoted
entirely to physicians and dentists.

New Hospital Opened.—The new hospital for contagious
diseases, Buy City, was formally opened for inspection, Decem-
ber 12. The institution has a modern equipment and can
accommodate fifty patients.

Sanatorium for Jackson.—At a meeting of the Jackson
Antituberculosis Society, it was decided to raise $10,(1(10 to
provide for the erection of a sanatorium for advanced cases
of tuberculosis. Mr. John li. Bailey was elected secretary
of the society, vice Dr. Henry Ü. Obcrt, resigned.

Milk Ordinance.--There lias arisen a slight milk war In
Kalamazoo, following the presentation of a drastic milk ordi-
nance of the city council by the mayor, aller he hud visited
cities which are attempting to furnish clean milk. The
health board is able, thanks to the backing of the mayor,
to exclude milkmen whose product docs not come up fo the
requirement,

MINNESOTA
The Tuberculosis Situation in Minnesota.—At a meeting of

the Minnesota Associât ion for the Prevention and Relief of
Tuberculosis, held In St. Paul, December 18, with delegates
present from forty-live counties in the state, resolutions were.

passed setting forth that nil advanced cuses of this disease
should be provided with beds in state-aided institutions; that
these asylums should be near the homes of the people und
should consequently be very numerous; that they should be
maintained by the counties, municipalities or districts liber-
ally assisted by funds from the state, and under stale super-
vision and control; that every state-aided institution should
maintain a free dispensary und have visiting nurses on its
stall'; that the state sanatorium should be completed by the

addition of kitchen, laundry, dining-room, amusement hall
and employees' home; that it should be enlarged from year
to year until it can accommodate as many incipient cases as
the county institutions desire to transfer to if; that registra-
tion of all cases be enforced; that a state lecturer on tuber-
culosis be provided fur to carry on an active campaign "i
education throughout the slate; that milk from herds not
tested with tuberculin should not be sold, and that open-air
schools should be provided in the cities for weakly and anemic
children.

MISSOURI
Money for Nurses' Home.—A. K. Levering, who gave $35,000

to found the Levering Hospital. Hannibal, lias placed an addi-
tional sum of $7.501) at the disposal of the board of control
to be used for erecting a home I'm- nurses.

Personal.—Dr. Samuel <!. Meredith, Cowgill, is reported to
be seriously ill with a chronic disease.-Dr. and Mrs. Adolf
L. Korn, Carthage, have returned from Europe.-Dr. William
13. DeJarncll. Columbia, is reported to be ill in his rooms
with contagious disease.

NEW YORK
Large Contributions to Antituberculosis Crusade.—The

National Association for the Study and Prevention of Tuber-
culosis and (he Stale Charities Aid Association which in con-
nection with the State Department of Health is conducting tho
campaign against tuberculosis in this stale has issued a state-
ment saying that during the past, year $3,550,000 has been
appropriated from public funds and donated by private char-
ities to the various antituberculosis activities in the state.

Personal.—Dr. John M. Swan has resigned as medical
director of the (Ileus Springs, Watkins.-Dr. Christiana M.
(¡reçue has been appointed assistant medical school examiner
OÍ Búllalo.-Dr. Earl G. Danser. Buffalo', has been reap-pointed medical examiner of Erie County and Dr. Qeorge 13.
Stocker, Buffalo, as deputy.1-Dr. James W. May lias assumed
his duties as head Of the State Lunacy Hoard.-Dr. 0. Howard
Cobb, assistant, superintendent of the New York State Hos-
pital for Crippled and Deformed Children. West, llaverstraw,
has been appointed superintendent of the Syracuse State
Institution for Feeble-Minded Children lo succeed Dr. James
C, Carson, Syracuse, resigned.

New York City
Harvey Society Lecture.—The seventh in the present course

of Harvey Society lectures will be given in the New York
Academy of Medicine on January 20, by Prof. Henry Fairfield
Osborn of Columbia University on "Unit Characters in Hered-
ity as They Appear to a Paleontologist."

Herter Foundation Lectures. -Dr. Ludvig llektocn of the
University of Chicago delivered the six Herter Foundation
lectures under the auspices of the University and liellevue
Hospital Medical College at the Carnegie Library, at -I
o'clock in the afternoon, from January 8 to 13, inclusive. The
subject, of the lectures was "Immunity."

Forbids Use of Common Towel.—Commissioner Lederlo has
announced that the Hoard of Health adopted B resolution at
its meeting on January 5 amending the Sanitary Code to for-
bid the use of the common towel in railroad stations, ferry
houses, schools, hotels, theaters, concert halls, dance hall-.
department stores, cafes, restaurants ami saloons.

Personal.— Dr. Philip F. O'llanlon, Maiiliiitl.au, who was
operated on for pelvic abscess, December 20, is reported to bo
making satisfactory progress toward recovery.-Dr. Patrick
II. Hamster. Long Island City, was seriously injured when his
automobile skidded across an ice-covered pavement, January 1,
and collided with an iron trolley pole.-Dr. Charles F. Pabsl.
¡in Intern in the Brooklyn Hospital, was presented wilh a sel
of Instruments and a médical case by his associates in the
hospital at. a dinner given in his honor, December 30.

New York's Record Year.—The year 1011 has been the
healthiest, in the history of the city. There were 40,000 fewer
cases of illness in the city during 101 I Iban during 1910.
The death-rate for the year 1010 was 15.08 per 1.000 which
was thought to be so low as to bo irreducible, but that for
1011 was 16.13. Fifteen cases of small-pox occurred during'
the year, eleven of them during November and December, and
1113.(144 persons were vaccinated, one-third of them (lining the
month of December. The case fatality in diphtheria has been
reduced from lo..'! per cent, in 1010 to 0.5 in ion. There
has been a decrease in the infant death-rate of Id per cent,
over that of 1010. The department of health plans extension
work for the coming year which will consisl in the enforce-
ment of pasteurization of all milk not certified or used I"1
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Cbokingj the further extension of hospital facilities for infec-
tious diseases; tin- establishment of 40 milk stations provided
for in the budget of 11112; the establishment of live clinics
for children; and the sanitary control of venereal diseases.

Death Toll From Street Accidents Increases.—Vehicular
traffic wus responsible for the death of -1-2:1 persons and the
injury of 2.004 others in this city during Hill according to
the report of the National Highways Protective Association.
This is an increase of 13 per cent, over the fatalities of MHO.
There wus, however, a decrease of 7 per cent, in the number
of children killed as compared with tlie record of 1010, The
association will endeavor to have the legislature puss a consti-
tutional measure fixing tin- responsibility of chauffeurs ami
drivers. During 1011 Hiere were eighty-eight persons killed
and ins [njurea al grade crossings in New York and efforts
are being made to eliminate these crossings as fast as possible.

PENNSYLVANIA
Addition to County Hospital. There bus recently been com-

pleted another building in connection with the Lancaster
County Hospital, to be known us the Hospital for Commun-
icable Discuses. This new building is 10(1 feet long by SO feet
wide, ¡s one story high and is built of brick with limestone
trimming. There me six rooms for patients, so constructed
that the rooms do not communicate und euch room accommo-
dates two persons. In addition there is a fully equipped tliet
kitchen, doctors' gown rooms, patients' bath and doctors' wash
rooms.

Officers Elected.—Montgomery County Medical Society has
elected the following officers: president, Dr. George F., Hart-
man, Port Kennedy; vice-presidents. Drs. Joel 1). lirovvn. (Inks,
and Herbert A. Arnold, Ardinore: secretary, Dr. Hurry II.
Whitcomb, Norristown; corresponding secretary, Dr. Edgar s.
Buyers, Norristown^ und treasurer, Dr. Prank ('. Parker, Nor-
ristown.-At the annual meeting of the Lancaster City and
County Medical Society, January J, the following officers
Were eleefed: president, Dr. Thaddens M. Rohrer, Quurryv illc;
vice-presidents, Drs. Lewis M. Bryson. Paradise, ami Adam V.
Walter, Brownstown; secretary, Dr. Horace 0. Kinser, Lancas-
ter, and treasurer, Dr. Theodore B. Appel, Lancaster.

Philadelphia
Personal.—Dr. William W. Keen has been reelected presi-dent of the Philosophical Society.-Dr.

•

Richard 11. Harte
presented on behalf of the donors, a portrait of the late
Dr. John Ashhurst, Jr., to the College of Physicians, January 3.

Open-Air School Established.—The first open-air school in
the city has been opened at the Wilson School, Twelfth ami
Federal Streets, und the sickly children taught there are not
only learning their lessons luster than they did in classrooms,
but are gaining in weight. The school is being carefully
Watched by Dr. Walter S. Cornell, médical inspector of schools.
There are frequent intervals for rest and lunch is served at
noon every day.

Charity Agent Appointed.—Mrs. Lawrence Lewis has just
received an appointment from the city us a special agent in
the department of health and charities. Mrs. Lewis is givingher services gratuitously and will begin u systematic study
of the family conditions of patients who are sent, to the Phila-
delphia Hospital and who go to the almshouse. The aim of
the work is to ascertain the status of those families applyingto the city for and to discover the validity of their Claim
<m the city's charity.

Clinic's Quarters Inadequate.—The Philadelphia Chest and
Throat Clinic has mude un appeal for funds to enlarge its
building at 2114 Lombard Street. Here more than 700 patients
l'ave been treated for consumption, pneumonia, bronchitis und
other chest diseases in the last two years und these patients
made nearly (1,000 return visits. No charge is made for treat-
ment and medicines ure furnished at a nominal cost. To pur-chase the two sites adjoining the present building $20,000 is
needed, mid of thin $9,000 has been pledged,

New Officers of College of Physicians.—The following officers
und elective committees were chosen, January J, by the Col-
lege of l'hysiciuns of Philadelphiat president, Dr. George E.
'le Schweinitz; vice-president, Dr. James 0. Wilson; censors,Urs. Richard A. Cleemun, S. Weir Mitchell, Arthur V. MeigS,•lûmes Tyson; secretary, Dr. Thomas R. Neilson; treasurer,
Dr. Richard II. Harte; honorary librarian, Dr. Frederick P.
Henry; councilors. Drs. Robert (¡. I.eConte, David lUcsiniiu;
committee of publication, Drs. Qwilym (!. Davis. Thompson S,
Westcott, William Zentinuyer; library commit tec. Drs. Will-
uim J, Taylor, S. Weir Mitchell, Francis R. Packard, George

W. NbrriB, Astley P. C. Ashhurst; committee on Muetter
Museum. Drs. (¡eorge McClcllan. Henry Morris, Ceorge 1'.
Muller ¡ hall committee, Dis. John K. Mitchell. Thomas II.
Fenton, Alexander Randall, B!. HoUingsworth Siter, J. Norman
Henry; and coinmittee on Directory for Nuises, Dis. Thomas
G. Ashton, Frederick Fraley and John II. (¡ibbon.

GENERAL
New Officers for Bio-Chemists.—At the linal meeting of the

American Society of lîio-Cheinisfs, held in Baltimore, the fol-
lowing ollicers were elected; president, Dr. Archibald II. Macal-
liini, Toronto, University of Toronto; secretary, Dr. A. N.
Richards, University of Pennsylvania; treasurer, Dr. Walter
Jones, Johns Hopkins University, and councilors. Drs. Max L.
Mendel, Vale, and II. (¡onion Wells, University of Chicago.

Urologists to Meet in St. Louis. -There will be a meeting of
the North Central Branch of the American I'rological Associa-
tion in St. Louis. February 5-7. The St. Louis urologists
are hoping for a large attendance and arc desirous that tho
invitai ions reach all who are interested in uro-genital diseases,
whether specializing or not. The St. Louis members will
entertain the association on the first evening with a dinner
ami a vaudeville entertainment at the Jell'erson Hotel, which
will he headquarters.

The New Surgeon-General.—The president has selected Dr.
"Rupert lllue as successor to the late Walter Wyinan as sur-
geon-general of the Publie Health and Marine-Hospital Service
of the United States and his nomination was sent to tho
senate January 0. Dr. Blue was born in South Carolina in
1868 and was graduated from the University of Maryland in
1802. He became an intern in the United Slates Marine-
Hospital Service in 1802 and was commissioned assistant sur-
geon on Man h 3. 1803. He became a passed assistant surgeon
four years later and was made surgeon May 1, 1000. For tho
first eight years after Dr. Plue entered tho service, ho per-formed the usual service duties at various points in the
United Slates. In 1003-4 he was detailed as executive under
Surgeon Joseph 11. White, who was in charge of the opera-tions in eradicating bubonic plague in San Francisco, and there
proved his ability us an executive Officer, In 1005 he was
detailed as a. district officer during the yellow fever epidemiain New Orleans, and in 1007 served as director of sanitation
nt the Jamestown exposition and here again showed his ability
as an organizer and executive officer by reconciling the divers
interests at the exposition and making its sanitation a pro-
nounced success. From Jamestown he went again to San Fran-
cisco, where he was placed in charge of the city and again
rendered excellent service in the work against bubonic plague
and here as before handled the situation admirably, avoiding
friction and working in excellent accord with the municipal
and state authorities. Dr. Pine's strong points have always
been, in preventive medicine and quarantine, rather than in
the details of hospital service. He recently made a tour of
inspection of Europe, in which he studied especially the ques-
tion of emigration and quarantine management ami while
abroad he attended a course of lectures at, and graduated
from, the London School of Tropical Medicine. Afterward he
made a tour of South America, in which he studied the pos-sibility and routes of importation of bubonic plague and yel-
low fever from these countries. His last detail was at Hono-
lulu, from which he was recalled to Washington, when tho
question of the succcssorship to (he surgeon-general became
prominent. Dr. Plue has an engaging personality, is an excel-
lent executive officer, a good organizer and has to a marked
degree the faculty of making friends and of reconciling oppos-ing interests.

FOREIGN
The Sudden Deaths at the Berlin Municipal Shelter.—The

cable has reported the mysterious sudden death of a number of
men at the municipal shelter at, Berlin, Si ill latei- dispatchesfrom I'aris slate that a number of vagrants have died under
similar conditions at Leipsic, Hamburg and Milan. Italy, and
Hie International Sanitary Commission has been asked for an
official report on the subject. At Perlin the outbreak was
thought to be due either to drinking wood alcohol or to
ptomain poisoning, in the absence of other discoverable cause,
but, no scient ¡lie report has yet been received. The cable dis-
patches have reported over n hundred as dying rapidly during
forty-eight hours among the 4,000 men gathered in the big
municipal shelter.

Seventieth Birthday of Prof. R. Lépine of Lyons.—Raphael
Lcpine comes of a family with professional traditions in
medicine and law, and Ilia son has already entered on his
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medica] career, while bis brother is the well-known prefect
of police at Paris. Lepine was agrégé professor of clinical
medicine at Paris until called to the corresponding chair at
Lyons in 1877. lie has been one of the most prolific writers in
Frunce on clinical medicine and cortical localization. In 1877
lie founded the I'ertie Mensuelle which in 1881

'

split up into
the Revue de Médecine and Revue de Chirurgie. On tbe
occasion of his seventieth birthday recently 112 of his pupils
contributed articles to make the Renie de Médecine a festival
Dumber in his honor, which lias just been issued.

Dismissal of the Chief of the Public Health Service in Den-
mark.—The profession in Denmark has been much exasperated
by tbe summary dismissal of the able and efficient chief of the
national public health service, Dr. N. Muus. One of his subor-
dinates, lOfatsraad Hoff, bas been appointed to bis place by
the justilsniinisler who is the authority in the matter. 11 is
complaint against Minis is that he tried to shield a drinking
confrère, Dr. Ijunghofl', and did not dismiss this confrère, who
was a district physician. Minis explained that the statements
made to him in regard to the drinking habits of the accused
were only hearsay and came from persons connected with the
administration of a local asylum who were prejudiced against
Lànghoff on account of reforms be bad introduced in the
asylum. Tbe agitation is all traceable to n sensational
onslaught made on the medical profession nearly a year ago
by an editor, lieventlow, who stated that many of the mem-
bers of the profession were addicted to morphin and alcohol,
and later eitetl l.uiigholV's case, in particular. Notwithstand-
ing the sensation caused all over the country by the attack,
no one presented any further evidence as to tbe truth of
Reventlow's assertions, and be was forced to acknowledge
that he did not know of any morphiiiist among the medical
men in bis part of the country. The medical societies have
passed resolutions of protest against the dismissal of Minis,
and the minister had to answer for his action before parlia-
ment, bul u resolution to have the matter further investi-
gated wus finally voted down by a small majority.

LONDON LETTER
(From Our Regular Correspondent)

London, Dec. 30, 1911.
The National Insurance Bill

The hostility of the profession against the national insur-
ance bill is near an acute crisis. At several large meetings
members of the council of the British Medical Association
who made attempts to defend or explain the action of the
council were refused a hearing.

Ah offen happens, however, when public feeling is deeply
aroused und practically unanimously expressed the demonstra-
tors were seriously mistaken, It is not the council or even

the representatives of fhe British Medical Association which
are at fault but the rank and file of the profession; those
who are blaming others are themselves responsible. This
is clearly shown in a letter published in tbe Times by Sir
Victor llorsley ami two other members of the council of Ihe
association, in which he gives the points ho was prevented
from bringing before a meeting. Tn dealing with the insur-
ance bill the council was not responsible for the policy and
public administration of the association. Ten years ago,
largely on the initiative of Sir Victor llorsley himself, the
association was completely democratized und reconstructed
on a representative basis. The whole of the policy and public
administration is in the hands of representatives who are
elected by divisions all over the empire and form the repre-
sentative body (numbering about 170) and similar to the
House of Delegates of tlie American Medical Association.
They determine every important step taken by the associa-
tion und instruct the council, whose functions are therefore
merely executive. That the council has faithfully executed
its duties is shown by the following inimité of the last repre-
sentative meeting. "That the representative body expresses
its grateful appreciation of the great services rendered by
the council in connection with the national insurance bill."
A Second error is the statement that it was originally
determined that the six points of the association should be
included in the bill. The representative body instructed the
council to consider what points should be secured if possible
by specific provisions in the bill and what points should be
kept open to be determined by the insurance commissioners.
As a matter of fact, the association obtained the insertion in
the hill of four of the six points and two have been kept open
for negotiation with the Insurance commissioners, A third
error is that it hud been originally determined that the wage

limit and amount and method of remuneration should bo
stated and included in the bill and that the council was
responsible for this not being done. This is not a fact. These
points were considered at great, length at the representative
meetings and it was resolved that the council be instructed
to use ils best endeavors to have the $500 a year limit fixed
by the bill with provision for a lower limit to be fixed locally,
but failing this to obtain as best they could the fixation of
the $500 as a maximum limit with such local option. Simi-
larly the representative body decided (hat the rale and
method of.remuneration should be settled in each district by
the local medical committee in negotiating with the local
insurance committee. The representative body found it impos-
sible to fix either a fiat rate or a common method of remunera-
tion. As no unanimity existed in the profession on these
points the representatives felt that no fixed rates or methods
of payment could be imposed by the bill. The representative
body, however, informed the Chancellor of the Exchequer that
a $1.25 capitation rate proposed was inadéquate.

The rank and tile of the profession has suddenly awakened
to the view that the best policy is to refuse (o work the act
and not to attempt to obtain by regulation what it has failed
to get by regulation. II made a mistake in not giving this
mandate to its representatives in the first instance, some-
body must be whacked for Hie mistake and it has selected
the council. The sanction of the appoint nient, of their medical
secretary under the bill has facilitated this operation. For
this certainly file council is responsible. Put, as shown in
my last letter, it, had good reasons.

Warning Against Improper Medical Certificates
The (¡encrai Medical Council has issued a warning against

the irregular issue of medical certificates. If appears that
some doctors have given untrue, misleading or improper cer-
tificates of various kinds. Under this beading the council
places certificates relating to the dead or the disposal of the
dead, those under the lunacy, vaccination and factory acts,
those in relation to children or excusing school attendance, in
connection with certain friendly societies, workmen's compen-
sation and naval and merchant shipping for the procuring of
the issue of foreign office passports and for excusing attend-
ance in courts of law, in the public service or in ordinary
employment. Any physician who shall be known to have
given any untrue, misleading or improper certificate, whether
relative to Hie above or otherwise, is liable to be adjudged
guilty of infamous conduct in a professional respect and to
have his name erased from the register.

Tropical Disease Research
The Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine has decided to

send Dr. Harold Seulclin, scientific secretary to the Yellow
Fever Bureau, associated with the school, lo conduct some new
and Important researches into the disease at Yucatan, Mexico.
This is the twenty-eighth expedition connected with the
school.

PARIS LETTER
(From Our Regular Correspondent)

Pauls, Dec. 22, 1011.
Appeal of the Five Suspended Students.

The five medical students who were suspended for three and
six months for participation in the riots in Professor Nicolas'
classes have decided to carry an appeal to the Superior Council
of Publia Instruction, on the ground that they have, been
punished already by the closing of the school, arc liable to
prosecution in the police courts, and should not be subjected
to an Indefinite number of punishments for the same offense.

Death of Dr. Paul Topinard
Anthropologie science has just lost one of its most illustri-

ous representatives, Dr. Paul Topinard. He was born on Isle-
Adam in 1830. When 0 years old, he went with his father to
the United Slates. He received his early education in New
Orleans, and at the age of 17 returned to France to study
medicine. Ho became intern, and, in l8(il), physician of the
hospitals. He practioed in Paris until 1871. His teacher
Broca, whose collaborator he became, held him in special
affection, and caused him to be appointed curator of the
collections of the Société d'anthropologie, then adjunct director
of the laboratory of the Ecole des Hanfes Etudes. In 1 S7'<
he was appointed professor at the Idole d'anthropologie, and
in 1880, at the death of I'roea, he succeeded (he latter as

general secretary of the Société d'anthropologie and assumed
the direction of the Revue d'anthropologie.
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Topinard was known especially for his researches on the
human races, on cranial capacity, and on the standardization of
crania] measurements, and for bis book on anthropology,
which was translated into several languages. In 1901 be
published a work called "Anthropology and the Social
Sciences," in which he studied the animal societies and the
earliest associations of human beings.

Death of Dr. Bornet.
Dr. E. Bornet, member of the Academic des sciences tie

Paris, lias just died, lie hud acquired great reputation in the
scientific world, especially by bis work on cryptoguniy, and
be was for a long lime considered one of tlie most eminent
botanists of France, lie was elected a member of the Académie
des sciences in 188(1 ami belonged to the greater number of
the foreign academics and had within recent years been elected
member of the Royal Society of London.

BERLIN LETTER
(From Our Regular Correspondent)

Berlin, Dec. 21, 1011.
Personal

Professor v. Fiiinqué of (iiesscn lias received a call to the
chair of gynecology at Bonn as the successor of Professor
Fritsch.

Regierungsrat Dr. Weber, who aided in the scientific organi-
zation of the Dresden International Hygiene Exposition, has
been appointed director of the imperial health office (Gesund-
heitsamt) to succeed Professor Ulileiihutb, who is at present
director of the hygienic institute ul Strasburg.

Treatment of Cancer from New Standpoint
December 20, Prof. A. von Wassermann delivered an address

in the Berlin médical society ( Meilizinisclte (tcsellschaft),
which dealt with the problem of exerting a therapeutic influ-
ence on tumors by way of the blood. At the same time, he
published an extensive article on this subject in No. 51 of the
Deutsche meiliziniselte "Wochenschrift, from which I extract
the following extraordinarily interesting statements. In order
to determine in his experiments whether carcinoma cells,
removed by operation, could live longer in the blood of cancer
patients than in the blootl-seruni of healthy persons, sodium
tellurate and sodium selennte, salts first suggested for that
purpose by (¡osio, six years ago, were employed as indicators
to show whether the carcinoma cells had retained their vitality
or not; these salts have the special property of becoming
reduoed to a metallic form in the presence of living cells, and
precipitating as a blackish or red sediment. By these experi-
ments, it was shown that the reduction occurred in both tbe
normal and the cancer blood-serum, so that the normal serum
had not destroyed the tumor cells; but it was also shown, as
.the most remarkable result, that selenium and tellurium were

precipitated only on the carcinoma cells themselves. The pre-sumption that this peculiar observation wus to be referred to
a specially close relut ion between the tumor cells and the
selenium and tellurium suits, wus confirmed on living mice
affected with carcinoma. Solutions of these suits were Injectedlocally into the tumors. Thereupon, it was shown that a
softening and liquefaction of the tumors occurred and the
conclusion might be drawn from this that in selenium and
tellurium, substances bad been found which destroyed tumor
cells us soon as they reached them.

The next problem consisted, not in injecting these salts
directly into the tumor, because the prospects of healing a
tumor by local treatment are extraordinarily slight; the pos-sibility of reaching all of the tumor cells in this way seems
almost hopeless, while on the other band, a further growthlakes place if only a few of the tumor cells romain ulive. The
problem of introducing selenium and tellurium into a tumor und
saturating it with these bodies, can be solved only by the use
of such Chemical preparations as distribute themselves rapidlyin the living organism und are diffusible, Mouse carcinoma,
especially, is a very poorly vaseuhiri/.ed tissue. For this
reason von Wassermann selected us a transporting agent for
the selenium und tellurium, dyes of the lluorescein group,
of which he knew, from experiments which he had made some
fifteen years ago with Ehrlich, that after injection into the
circulation they distribute themselves very rapidly, even in
such poorly vasculiirized (issues us the cornea and tlie aqueoushumor.

After many painstaking experiments with hundreds of
preparations, Wassermann obtained a preparation consisting
of a compound of eosin and selenium which, however, it is
claimed, needs careful chemical treatment for the development

of its full activity. This substance is easily soluble in water.
Healthy mice, averaging 15 gm. in weight, will tolerate 2.5 mg.of this substance injected into the caudal vein. As the most
striking symptom there appears immediately an unusual red-
dening of the entire animal, which appears before the end of
the injection and becoming more marked, causes the snout,
the eyes and the paws to take on a lively red color. If, how-
ever, this amount is injected into a mouse affected with a
tumor, there appears after the first two injections, which are
made on successive days, scarcely any change. After the
third injection palpation shows a marked softening of the
tumor. This softening is still more marked after the fourth
injection, so that there is no longer the feeling of a solid
tumor, but rather that of a fluctuating cyst. Provided that,
the preparation is chemically good, there occurs after the
third and especially after the fourth injection an absorption.of the liquefied tumor content. The soft fluctuating sac
becomes smaller, the tumor capsule becomes lax, being too largefor its contents, and in moderately large tumors the configura-tion of a circumscribed tumor can no longer be distinguished,but only a long edemntous cord can be felt. As the result of
the fifth and sixth injections in favorable cases, the absorp-tion and diminution proceed so that one gets the feeling of
an empty sac, and in case no intercurrent disease occurs, the
la,gt remnant is absorbed and the nnimal is cured in about
ten days With a disappearance of all remnants of the tumor.
However, this undisturbed smooth healing docs not alwaystake place; with large tumors of the size of a plum and with
those in which the liquefaction and softening of the contents
take place very quickly the animals frequently become severely
ill, feel cold and perish. This occurrence is so frequent and
regular that there can be no doubt that this illness is con-
necleil wilh the absorption of the liquefied tumor content«.
The animals in such eases succumb to the toxic action of
material absorbed from their own tumors. With reference to
recurrences in the healed animals. Wassermann has kept, such
animals for months without observing any sign of recurrence.
It is important that all the tumor cells are actually destroyed.If a necropsy is made ou a mouse in the stage at which the
tumor is softened and gives the feel of a liquid, the tumor
which ordinarily appears solid and of a grayish-white color
is colored an intense red in marked contrast to the colorless
or only slightly tinged surroundings. Thus it is seen that the
remedy has been deposited selectively in the tumor, indicat-
ing a pronounced affinity of the remedy for the tumor cells.
In niii'c in which there is the feeling of an empty sac in placeof flic previous tumor, there is found mncroseopieally a
bacon-like detritus which has no resemblance to cancer tissue.
Such a curative action is obtained with a good preparation in
from eight to ten days. The next stop was to determine
whether mice whose tumors were not caused by inoculation,
but which had become spontaneously all'ccted with carcinoma,
would be Influenced by the preparation in a similar way. Two
mice, one of which had a spontaneous tumor the size of a
hazelnut and the other one the size of n plum, were cured;
one of them is still living nearly three months after treat-
ment, without any recurrence; the other died fourteen daysafter the cure, and at the necropsy no trace of the tumor
structure could be found macroscopically.

On the basis of all these facts, Wassermann believes that
he is justified in asserting that it is possible by means of a
properly prepared eosin-selenlum préparai ion, introduced by
way of the circulation, to cure without recurrence fully devel-
oped tumors in mice, by the destruction of their cells with
softening and absorption of the material, provided that the
tumors have not already attained too large a size compared
with the body weight (not larger than a cherry). With justi-
fiable caution, however, Wassermann concludes with the warn-
ing Hint for the present we have no reason to believe that this
remedy will act in a similar way on human beings all'ecfcd
with tumors. He has not, investigated this question closely,
but he is of the opinion that it does not appear impossible
that by further work in (he same direction progress may be
made in human,therapy. Wassermann's communication.which
was received with great interest, was illustrated with veryinstructive drawings. If was also supported by the explana-
tions included in the address made by Professor von llansc-
niann. who from the beginning carried out the anatomic Inves-
tigation of the mice under treatment ami at the necropsy.According to him, the eosin-selenium has a destructive action
on the nuclei of the tumor cells, and thus the tumor breaks
up into a detritus which is absorbed without residue. The
remaining normal tissues of the body, according to the inves-
tigations of llansemann, are not affected by the remedy. [This
subject is commented on editorially in this issue.—Ed.]
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